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T h e   B u c k e y e   D i s c i p l eT h e   B u c k e y e   D i s c i p l eT h e   B u c k e y e   D i s c i p l e   

Christian Church in Ohio 
 D I S C I P L E S   O F   C H R I S T 

 

A covenant network of congregations in mission 

 

 

 

 

Christian Church in Ohio is looking for a few 

good people.  Are YOU up to the Challenge? 
 

     The Regional Church Council is looking for a diverse group 

of people, both laity and ordained ministers, who feel called to 

serve on the Regional Church Council of the Christian Church 

in Ohio for a period of two to six years.  Our vision includes: 

 Strengthening Relationships and Building Networks 

 Leadership Development 

 Congregational Transformation and Evangelism 
 

     The council meets twice a year at Camp Christian in the 

Spring and in the Fall to review our mission and budget.  In  

addition you would be called to serve on one of the following 

committees: 

 Membership Development 

 Personnel 

 Vision 

 Finance 
 

     If you think this might be for you, then take following steps: 

1. Go to the Christian Church in Ohio website –http://

www.ccinoh.org/aboutus/regionalboard.aspx 

2. Review ―Job Description for Regional Council Member‖ 

3. If you feel called to serve in this capacity, then continue on 

to complete the application. 

4. Complete the ―Spiritual Gift Inventory‖ to discover what 

your top five spiritual gifts are. 

5. Complete and submit the ―Regional Church Council   

Member Profile‖ 
 

     If you do not have Internet access, then please contact Rev. 

Steve Bentley at (614) 433-0343 for the needed materials. 
  

     Your profile needs to be entered by March 2 to be consid-

ered.  The membership development committee will make the 

nomination decisions for the new class of members who will be 

elected in the fall of 2012. 

 

Start planning NOW to attend 

Regional Assembly 2012 

Columbus, OH - October 18th, 19th & 20th 
Please note, this year’s Assembly will have an extended schedule 

starting with a worship service on Thursday evening. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11 
11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the LORD, “plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.” (NIV) 
 

More information to come in the following months. 

http://www.ccinoh.org/aboutus/regionalboard.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.org/aboutus/regionalboard.aspx


Spiritual Insights 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 
 

     “I know the plans I have for you, for 

good and not for evil, so that you can have 

a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 
 

     We are living in very challenging times. 

We are facing situations in which we are 

waiting upon God to do something for 

us, waiting for God to come down and 

make things right, waiting similar to 

what confronted the Jewish exiles in Babylon found in the book 

of Jeremiah. They were living in very challenging times.  

     In the 29th chapter of Jeremiah, false prophets were telling 

Jewish exiles they would be going home soon, that God had 

planned a quick fix for their problems.  So, in contrast, the 

prophet Jeremiah wrote a letter telling his people to build 

houses, plant gardens, create families, and seek the welfare of 

the city in which they lived. Jeremiah is urging the children of 

Israel to make the best of a tough situation. In the midst of exile 

and slavery, they are to live as best they can in an alien culture.  

     Jeremiah wanted the Jews to realize their exile was the   

crucible for making them the people God wanted them to be 

spiritually. In a similar way, God always seeks to use our      

challenging times to mold us into those persons God designed 

us to be for the work of ministry. So rather than wallowing in 

self pity, God’s word in Jeremiah is encouraging us to submit to 

the reality that where we are, is where God wants us to be for 

right now.                  

     However, God also gave the children of Israel spiritual    

resources for blooming where they were planted in Babylon by 

giving them the future hope that they would not always be in 

Babylon.  

     So, Jeremiah reminds them that God has glorious future 

plans for those who trust God. He tells them God’s promise: 

I know the plans I have for you, for good and not for evil, so 

that you can have a future and a hope. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

     Jeremiah reminds us today how God wants to do surprising 

wonderful things with our "challenging times"... if we trust God. 

Winning the battle to trust God during tough times must be 

related to our absolute faith that God still holds the future. As 

long as the God who knows the future provides our agenda and 

goes with us as we fulfill God’s mission, we can have boundless 

hope.  This does not mean we will be spared pain, suffering, or 

hardship, but that God will see us through to a glorious conclu-

sion. Remember these words: 

“I know the plans I have for you, for good and not for evil, 

so that you can have a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 
 

     When we gather at the Regional Assembly this fall, with the 

theme ―Claiming God’s Vision‖, we will embrace the biblical 

truth that God has a plan us. We will acknowledge and        

celebrate God’s preferred future for us in the Christian Church 

in Ohio. We truly have “a future and a hope.” 

     I look forward with great anticipation of what God will do 

through us as people of faith and leaders in Christ’s church in 

the days ahead. 
 

May God’s Blessings be with you! 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Stephen Bentley 
 

Claiming God’s Vision 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

     January is a dark time.  It doesn’t get light until about 

7:30am and gets dark again about 4:30pm.  It is during this time 

however that I get a bee in my bonnet.  I get the itch.  My three 

flower gardens surrounding my condo are dead.  The cold has 

finally taken those last fall plants that hang on until the hard 

freeze comes and finally kills whatever green was left.  But it is 

in this dark time that I get this bug, this itch.  I begin envisioning 

what it might look like this coming spring, summer, and fall.  

Plant companies know this because it is in January that I get 

these catalogs from  Spring Hill Nursery and the Michigan Bulb 

Company with all of their flowers.  It is in dark and lifeless  

January that I get this vision of how my flower bed might look 

later in the year.  But visioning is only part of making it happen.  

To make that vision come true, I have to claim it.   I have to 

look at the different possibilities and see what goes best with 

the perennials already there.  Plants must be purchased, soil 

must be prepared, fertilizer must be added, and watering and 

weeding during the growing season is a must.  But when I claim 

this vision by doing all the work required,  oh, I am blessed.  

There is no one point where I can say, ―This is how I          

envisioned it.‖  Each week of the spring, summer, and fall, a 

different flower is in bloom, while another has run its course, 

and still another is preparing to bloom in a few week.  There 

are celebrations of that vision that go on all year long. 

     Jeremiah is writing to people in a dark time.  They are ex-

iled from the land they love to a strange land that is unfamiliar 

and even hostile.  But God has a vision for them.  ―For I know 

the plans I have for you,‖ declares the Lord.  ―Plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you a future with hope.‖  

What powerful words, but this is a useless vision unless it is 

claimed.  To claim it, there was work to be done and it wasn’t 

easy and it wasn’t always welcomed.  They were to build 

houses in this foreign land.   Gardens had to planted.  Lives had 

to be lived in this foreign land.  They even had to pray for the 

communities in which they lived and work for the communities 

good.   While it was still dark, they had to proclaim God’s   

vision. 

     This is a great message for us today.   There are many of 

our congregations who would say they are in dark times.   

Budgets are getting stretched beyond their limits, membership 

is declining, there are fewer workers to do the work of the 

church, and we could go on and on.  But it is in this time of 

darkness that God gives God’s vision.  Listen . . .  Pray . . .  

What is the vision God is calling your church to?   What gifts 

and skills do you already have to reach that vision?  What else 

do you need?  Will you work to claim God’s vision for your 

congregation?  Do you feel the itch?  Together, let’s claim 

God’s vision for our congregation and for the whole church.  I 

hope you are planning now to come to the Regional Assembly 

in 2012 that we might begin to ―Claim God’s Vision.‖ 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 
     This year promises to be a year of celebration. Of course 

every year is worthy of celebrating milestones and memories. 

Consider: 

     2012 will mark the 100th anniversary of statehood for New 

Mexico (January 6) and Arizona (February 14); the Titanic sank; 

the African National Congress was founded, and my father, 

Charley A. Bynum was born. 

     In these opening days of this year, many of us are in full 

resolution mode as we vow to:  

Eat healthier food and lose weight; read 12 books; put 10% of 

our income in church; put 10% of income in savings; volunteer 

in the community. 

     The celebrations and resolutions are good – they help us 

remember and they provide a disciplined means for us to   

complete what is on our hearts and minds to do. But what if 

we made the prayerful decision to celebrate and live into a 

resolution and promise from God.  Written during the time of 

exile when false prophets were urging the captive Hebrews to 

rebel with a guarantee that they would soon be home, the 

prophet Jeremiah records this promise from God: 

     ―For surely I know the plans I have for you,‖ says the 

LORD, ―Plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 

future with hope‖ (Jeremiah 29:11). 

     Look at what God says to Jeremiah and to us. I know what I 

want to do; what I will do will help to raise you up; it will not pull you 

down. The future I hold for you is filled my presence. I am worthy 

of your trust. 

     God has a plan, let God work it out. Look for those kairos 

moments, those times not measured by seconds and minutes 

and hours. Kairos moments are God moments, those moments 

when God breaks into our time to let us know that God is with 

us, working the plan created for us. As we enter this year, cele-

brate that God has a plan and resolve to discover it and to live 

in it with joy and thanksgiving. 

Deadline for entries into the Apr - Jun issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple 

Due in the Regional Church Office by        

March 1, 2012 

Submitting via email is preferred ccio@ccinoh.org 

Message from Regional Program Minister, 

Rev. Dr. Brenda Webster 
Claiming God’s Vision… Experience the Taste of Expectancy 

     Have you ever been in the midst of preparing what you 

know will be an absolutely delicious meal… say… Christmas 

dinner… and every component of the stove which can produce 

fire is boiling, frying or baking something good?  Salivary glands 

are overwhelmed by the perfectly blended aromas flooding the 

house…. but the food is not ready, and ―staring‖ at the pots 

and pans won’t cause the food to cook faster.  In fact, there’s 

an old expression which says, “A watched pot never cooks!” 

The encouraging fact is that the anticipation (or what may be 

akin to ―punishment‖!), will soon end and what was once the 

vision of a great meal will become a reality, hunger has been 

satisfied… and expectancy met. 

     … And so it was in the days of Jeremiah (29)… Old       

Testament priest and prophet… a time of waiting, maybe even 

―stewing‖ because of Judah’s past sins. Often considered the 

bearer of distasteful news and dark messages, Jeremiah was 

tasked to deliver to Judah the news that her appetite for peace 

and prosperity would not be realized (as false prophets of the 

times said) by a few days or even months… but that the delay 

would last all of 70 years!  

     Imagine being told that you’re to endure the tempting,   

tantalizing aromas of Christmas dinner cooking away and then 

being told that you are to carry on with your regular activities 

(i.e. passing time with family members, completing unfinished 

school or work projects, watching TV, playing video games 

etc…) and later, much later (because somewhere along the 

way, you really ―messed up‖) … you will be allowed to eat.   

     The redemptive character of God, however, was the saving 

grace for Judah.  All hope was not lost as Jeremiah 29:11     

declares the expectancy of prosperity, hope and a future for 

Judah.  As the people of God, we too can claim this prophetic 

word… this plan relayed  by Jeremiah.  

     As Disciples of Christ in the Ohio Region, we are strongly 

committed to claiming our vision of building relationships with 

each other in many ways… at our local churches, at our     

various district activities, during camp related events and     

various opportunities for worship.  During the times that we 

come together as Disciples, we are afforded an opportunity to 

experience the ―aroma‖ of our exciting lives as Disciples.  

      However, when we come together from each and every 

corner of the Ohio Region, lifting our voices together, worship-

ing together, claiming God’s vision together, one people … one 

great voice…. THAT is where the Table is spread, THAT is 

where the meal is served and appetites satisfied … THAT is 

when we all encounter the ―aroma‖ of our blessed relationship 

as Disciples… the 2012 Regional Assembly.  Come… See …

Taste! 

2012 Summer Programming 
 

For children currently in 1st or 2nd grade 

Grandparents Camp: June 1 – 2  
 

For children currently in 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade 

Otter Junior Camp: June 17 – 23  
 

Chi Rho for youth currently in 6th, 7th, or 8th grade 

Hocking: June 10 – 16   Portahoga: July 8 – 14  

Maumee: July 15 – 21   Miami: August 5 – 11  
  

CYF for youth currently in 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th grade 

Hiram: June 24 – 30   Phyo: July 1 – 7  

Lakeside: July 22 – 28   Wilmington: July 29 – 4 
 

For young adults ages 19-29(At least 1 year out of high school)

Advance Ministries Summer Conference: August 12 – 19  
 

For adults of all ages 

Adult Conference: June 18 – 22   

(Adult Conference meets at Northwest CC in Columbus) 
 

Online Registration for Summer Programs Coming Soon!! 

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
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Regional Calendar         January - April 2012 
 

January 

2 New Year’s Day Observed, RCO Closed 

7 Membership Development Meeting @ RCO 12pm 

10 Regional Church Office Staff Meeting 

11 Ohio Disciples Outreach Meeting @ RCO 10am 

16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, RCO Closed 

17 Interim Ministers Working Group Conf. Call @ 10am 

20 New Church Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am 

*23-24 Ohio Council of Churches - Ministers Convocation 

28  Commission on Ministry all Teams Meeting @  

           Northwest Christian Church, Columbus 

31 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO  
 

February 

7 Personnel Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am 

8 Regional Church Office Staff Meeting 

10-12 Wilmington CYF Mid Winter Retreat @  

             Saint Andrew Christian Church, Dublin 

*14-16 Spiritual Life Retreat for Ministers @ Camp Christian 

22 Ash Wednesday 

24-26 Lakeside CYF Mid Winter Retreat @  

          Hampton Park Christian Church, Toledo 
 

March 

1 Deadline for entries into The Buckeye Disciple 

3  Hocking & Phyo Counselor Training @ Champion  

        Christian Church, Warren 9:30am-2:30pm 

3 Equipping the Saints Conference, Columbus 

6 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 

7 Regional Church Office Staff Meeting 

9-11 Hiram CYF Mid Winter Retreat @  

      Franklin Circle Christian Church, Cleveland 

10 Membership Development Meeting @ RCO 12pm 

15-16 DOC/UCC Partnership Standing Workshop @ Camp 

17 Women’s Lenten Retreat @ Camp Christian 

17  Maumee & Lakeside Counselor Training @ South Side  

             Christian Church, Lima 9:30am-2:30pm 

20 New Minister’s Orientation @ RCO 

21 Anti Racism Training for New Ministers @ Camp 

22 Ethical Boundaries Training for New Ministers @ Camp 

23-25 Phyo CYF Mid Winter Retreat @ FCC, Cambridge 

24 New Church Discernment Conference @ Camp 

30-31 Regional Church Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 
 

April 

6 Good Friday, RCO Closed 

8 Easter Sunday 

11 RCO Staff Meeting & Easter Celebration 

13-14 Youth Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 

14 Clergy Clinic & Ministers’ Convocation Dinner @ Camp 

16 Workshop for Ministers @ Camp Christian 

*20-22 Advance Ministries Spring Retreat @ Camp Christian 

21  Ohio Women’s Ministries Convocation 

28  Portahoga & Hiram Counselor Training @  

       New Horizons C.C., Akron 9:30am-2:30pm 

28 ODM Workday @ Saint Philips Christian, Cleveland 
 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 

For the full Calendar- http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx 

Get The Buckeye  

Disciple via Email! 
If you would like to replace your copy 

with an emailed copy, please send an 

email ccio@ccinoh.org.  

Don’t forget to include your name and the address to 

which it’s currently being sent. 

Plan now for Adventure Camp 
     Plans are being made for Adventure Camp 

2012.  Looks like we will be canoeing the 

Mohican River down from  Loudonville to 

Coshocton and then on down the Muskingum 

River to Chillicothe.  This camp is open to 

all.  Youth younger than high school must be 

accompanied by a parent or responsible adult 

older than 21.  As we are just beginning to 

make plans for this trip, if you think you might 

be interested, let me know and we will keep you up-to-date.  

     Dates and costs are still pending but assume the beginning 

of June and about  $300.00.  Scholarships are available to youth 

high school and younger.  
 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Rev. Steve Bentley sbentley@ccinoh.org 

Week of Compassion Special Offering 

Sharing Brings Joy: To Us. To Others. To God. 

February 19-26, 2012 

By Rev. Liz DeWeese 

     ―For more than six decades,       

Disciples of Christ in the United States 

and Canada have shared their material 

resources with a hurting world through 

Week of Compassion, bringing glory to 

God as well as joy to others.  God’s 

people giving of their resources—

prayer, money, time, talent—remains the propellant behind 

Week of Compassion…As we reach out in love, we open the 

way for God to reach more deeply into us.  Sharing will joyfully 

transform you as you help transform the world,‖ said Executive 

Director and native Ohioan, Rev. Amy Gopp in her letter to 

congregations preparing for the 2012 Week of Compassion 

special offering.  The theme this year is, ―Sharing Brings Joy: To 

Us. To Others. To God.‖  As you spend time preparing for this 

special offering this year, please consider how you can encour-

age your congregation to participate in this picture of God’s 

hope for the world. The office of Week of Compassion pro-

vides any resources they can think of to support your efforts in 

inviting God’s people to share.  Read them.  Pray about them.  

Consider how much joy you see in the act of giving from God’s 

people to God’s people.  Share what you have witnessed.  Lis-

ten to the stories that are generated by Week of Compassion 

through their website and other resources and be inspired by 

the work of the Holy Spirit through God’s people acting to-

gether with radical compassion.  Sow bountifully and share 

abundantly!  Together we make a difference. 

http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
mailto:sbentley@ccinoh.org
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Adult Conference 2012 
     All are invited to participate in the 75th 

Anniversary of Adult Conference June 18-22, 

2012, that will be held at Northwest Christian 

Church in Columbus, Ohio.  Adult Conference 

is a ministry of the Ohio Region that provides 

learning opportunities for enhancing awareness for continual 

living in harmony with God in these days and in the future.  The 

theme for the 75th Conference is: "Strength for Today and 

Hope for Tomorrow."  

     Dr. Margaret Nutting-Ralph, an author of thirteen books 

including the best seller "And God Said What?", will provide the 

Bible Study/Lectures.  The Reverend Deborah Bolen, Pastor at 

First Christian Church in Cambridge, Ohio and past president 

of Adult Conference in 2007 and 2010 will provide the       

messages for Vespers.  Teachers for classes are: Carol        

Vaccariello, Jim Schimmel, David Belcastro, Allen Harris, Bob 

Freisther and Jim Rivers. Attendees will have the opportunity 

to register to attend two classes - one before the Bible Lecture 

and one after it. 

     Plan now to attend Adult Conference June 18-22, 2012. Info 

about registration will be out very soon. In the meantime, 

check the website of the Region: ccinoh.org and under the 

heading of Ministries you will see "Adult Conference", there 

you will find more info about what a day at Adult Conference 

entails. 

     I am anticipating your presence at Adult Conference and 

looking forward to the joy of assembling together to share how 

God is moving among the people of God.  

     May God bless you and continue making us fruitful branches 

in the Vine.   

Betty J. Adams, 2012 President of Adult Conference 

 

ARC Looking for Grant Proposals 
 

     The Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Commission, in its  

ongoing work to fight racism and promote reconciliation, is 

reestablishing grant funding for churches and church related 

organizations in Ohio.  These grants will be in the range of      

$1,000 to $5,000 and are intended to help initiate new and/or 

existing fund projects that target racism/bigotry or help to 

move organizations toward an anti-racism identity. 

     Grants will be awarded for one-year projects.  Grants may 

be submitted at any time and are evaluated twice a year with 

the first grants scheduled to be funded in May, 2012.  Typically 

each congregation or organization is eligible for funding once in 

any 12-month period. 

     Complete grant policies and guidelines, as well as a simple 

application form, can be found and downloaded at the Christian 

Church in Ohio website:  http://ccinoh.org/ministries/

antiracism.aspx or by contacting the regional office. 

     The Anti-Racism / Pro-Reconciliation Commission is a   

ministry of the Christian Church in Ohio, a covenant network 

of congregations in mission. As an integral part of that        

covenantal network the mission of the Anti-Racism / Pro-

Reconciliation Commission is to work to transform both the 

regional manifestation of the Christian Church in Ohio and its 

congregations into anti-racist organizations. 

Major Multi-Regional Disciples 

Men’s Gathering  

Summer 2012 
 

     The Disciples Men of the Ohio Region 

have joined with the men of five other adja-

cent Disciples Regions in co-hosting a spe-

cial and unique men’s event next summer. 

This Gathering is jointly sponsored with 

Disciples Home Missions and the General 

Conference of Disciples Men.  

     The event, “XTREME FAITH-Bold Action: A Gathering 

of Disciples Men” is being held at our Disciples’ historic Beth-

any College in Bethany, WV, July 13-15, 2012.  

     Participants can take advantage of this rare opportunity to 

explore the history of the beginnings of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). Tours are being offered of significant his-

torical buildings and sites including the Campbell Mansion. 

     Men of all ages are encouraged to join others from across 

the United States and Canada for inspiration, fellowship, educa-

tion, and spiritual renewal. 
 

Inspirational Presenters 

 Mr. Derek Maul, Author and Men’s Ministry Speaker from 

Tampa, FL 

 Dr. Frank Thomas, Pastor, Mississippi Blvd. Christian 

Church, Memphis, TN 
 

Fellowship Opportunities 

     You will enjoy meeting and greeting other men including 

during our: 

 Pig Roast 

 Tours of Historic Areas 

 Workshops 

 Golf Event or Softball Game 

 Mission Work 
 

Educational Opportunities 

   A variety of timely and engaging workshops are being offered. 
 

     This unique Gathering is an opportunity from which atten-

dees will greatly benefit. Men are encouraged to help ensure 

their church is well represented. The cost is reduced for men 

age 35 and under. Churches are also encouraged to consider 

sponsoring young men who wish to attend. Financial assistance 

may also be available upon request. 
 

REGISTER NOW – Early registration is appreciated.     

    For more information about the gathering, and for on-line or 

mail-in registration forms go to: http://www.gathering2012.org. 

http://ccinoh.org/ministries/antiracism.aspx
http://ccinoh.org/ministries/antiracism.aspx
http://www.gathering2012.org/


 

Is your congregation or district 

doing  something amazing?  Tell 

us about it!!  ccio@ccinoh.org 

What a Fellowship! 
     On Sunday, November 13, 2011,  

Rev. Denise Cunningham-Doggett, was 

installed as the new pastor of Lake Shore 

Christian Church in Euclid, OH.  In the 

morning was a Pre-Installation Service at 

10:00 a.m. service and the Installation  

Service was at 3:00 p.m. on that after-

noon.  In the Pre-Installation Service it was 

a blessing to have Rev. Paul Biery preach 

an encouraging word, and Obie Shelton 

was the guest musician.   

     The afternoon Installation Worship service was presided by 

Rev. Dr. William Edwards, Regional Pastor & President, who 

installed Rev. Denise Cunningham-Doggett and was supported 

with over 300 guests that came to encourage Lake Shore 

Christian Church and their new pastor.  Peter Engle served as 

the worship leader and combined choirs of Lake Shore and 

Bethany Christian sang ―Total Praise‖ where  Howard Griffith 

provided direction.  The music ministry was best described as 

―WOW‖ by the congregation.  Speak Life Ministries ministered 

―Use Me‖ and Rev. Dr. Robin Hedgeman, Senior Pastor, Beth-

any Christian Church, preached a soul-stirring word to edify 

Pastor Denise C. Doggett and Lake Shore Christian Church.   

     A beautiful reception was received by everyone in         

attendance. Pastor Denise Cunningham- Doggett is grateful and 

continues to say ―To God Be the Glory for the things He Has 

Done!‖ 

Marriage Retreat - “Intentional Living”  
Friday, February 24 8p.m.- Saturday, February 25 3p.m at Camp 

Christian in the Monroe Lodge 
 

     Wishing you had more time? Has life taken control of you, 

your marriage & family?  Finding balance each day can be a    

difficult task when there is so much to do. Join us as we      

explore ―Intentional Living,‖ a retreat designed to help you  

organize and prioritize yourself, your marriage, and your family 

to live more fully. The cost for the retreat is $55 per couple 

and includes lodging, continental breakfast, lunch Saturday and 

snacks. You may register online at www.ccinoh.org/registration.  

If you have any questions, please contact Wendy Taylor at 

wendyetaylor@yahoo.com or 614-832-9679. 

The Free Store at Camp Christian needs    

volunteers and donations! 

 

     The Free Store has served over 50 people this fall! We have 

helped folks in need get items such as clothing, linens, dishes, 

and baby gear. We are in need of more volunteers to help go 

through and display donations. This is a great service project 

for your Youth, Men’s or Women’s groups. We are also in 

need of more donations. The more donations we receive, the 

more frequent we can open to serve the community. We are 

building amazing relationships in the Delaware area. If you 

would like to volunteer or donate, please contact Wendy   

Taylor at 614-832-9679. Our schedule starting January 2012:  

Open 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month 10am -Noon 

till May 5, 2012 (closing for Camp season) 

Volunteer day and donations accepted the 2nd Saturday 

of each month 10am-Noon 
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Ohio Spiritual Life 

Retreat for Ministers 
(Retired Ministers & Spouses are 

welcome to attend this event) 

February 14-16, 2012 

The Herald B. Monroe Lodge 

at Camp Christian 

 

“Restoring the Soul by Restoring Sabbath” 
 

    The Regional Spiritual Life Committee invites you to join us 

for the annual Spiritual Life Retreat.  Cost is $175.00 per     

person, all meals included.  There is an early bird           

registration fee of $160.00 if you register by January 28.  

You can also register online at www.ccinoh.org! 
 

Retreat Leader:  Rev. Nik Donges 

     The Reverend Nik Donges has been a pastor with the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) since his graduation from 

Lexington Theological Seminary in 1970.  During his pastoral 

career, he served congregations in North Carolina, Virginia, and 

Ohio.  He retired from active ministry in June of 2008.  He is a 

trained Intentional Interim Pastor and served one interim    

ministry over parts of 2009 and 2010. 
 

     “As a local congregational pastor over the past 40 

years I know intimately the need for personal spiritual 

depth as well as the need for congregational depth.  It’s 

vital to living faithful lives individually and corporately.  But 

it’s also easy to get bogged down in the details of daily 

ministry and the work of the church.  Therefore, there 

comes a need for someone to come along side us and  

remind us to go deeper.” 
 

Please note:  If you are unable to attend, you are invited to be in 

prayer support during the time of the retreat.  Please email Carol 

Vaccariello at snowswan12@yahoo.com if you are interested in this. 

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
http://www.ccinoh.org/registration
mailto:wendyetaylor@yahoo.com
http://www.ccinoh.org
mailto:snowswan12@yahoo.com


Ground Breaking 

Ceremony 
     The First Christian 

Church of Alliance   

recently held a ground-

breaking ceremony for 

its new addition.  The 

church moved into its 

present building seven years ago after a successful building  

campaign, and growth has continued ever since.  According to 

property chairman Mort DeHoff, it soon became apparent that 

Sunday School classes were all growing rapidly and there was 

not enough space.  Also needed were more storage areas.  Sue 

Neil, capital campaign chairman, praised the church family for 

paying off the thirty-year mortgage in seven years.  With the 

grace of God, hard work and commitment from the members, 

and many prayers, the community of believers has moved    

forward in their faith and in their enthusiasm, as well as their 

numbers.  Pastor Pam Bruno stated that the new addition, just 

like the current building, is being built with God’s blessings and 

the congregation’s dedication and hard work.  She stressed that 

the church family is experiencing the rewards from God for 

their devotion to Him and for their ability to work diligently 

toward tangible goals. 

     The addition will add several new multi-purpose classrooms 

and additional storage space.  It will be completed sometime in 

2012.  
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Anderson Hills - Re-creating the Church 

 

     Anderson Hills Christian Church in Cincinnati hosted a very 

successful and enlightening church leadership workshop on 

October 22, 2011 called Re-creating the Church. AHCC Elders 

and others in the congregation had studied Dr. Richard 

Hamm’s book by the same title last year, and were privileged to 

have Dr. Hamm, former General Minister and President of The 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), come to Cincinnati to 

lead the workshop. There were 85 attendees from Ohio,   

Kentucky, Indiana, and Pennsylvania. 

     Leading mainline Christian churches into the 21st century is 

an ongoing concern. The workshop was devoted to under-

standing mainline churches as they existed in the modern era 

versus today, the post-modern era. Discussions focused on 

addressing multi-generational differences in our congregations, 

recognizing and accepting societal changes, and embracing  

technological advances in order to be more relevant moving 

forward and effective in spreading Christ’s word. Those who 

attended came away more hopeful and inspired to continue to 

do the work of God in our communities. 

Partnership 

Challenge 
 

     From the first    

children left on the 

doorstep of our    

founder in 1900, to 

the stately orphanage 

which generations of 

children called home, Cleveland Christian Home has always 

been a haven of hope and healing for children, youth and    

families. 

     Over the years CCH has become much more than a      

residence in order to serve the changing needs of children.  

Today Cleveland Christian Home offers residential and commu-

nity based services to prevent abuse and neglect, heal mental 

illness, and preserve and strengthen families. 

We’ve developed a reputation for providing excellent services 

in a responsive and supportive environment for 1200 children 

and families each year. 

     You can see our mission remains alive and vibrant.  Such an 

outcome was not assured when in 2002 we faced perhaps our 

greatest challenge.  Notified that our parent agency, the      

National Benevolent Association, intended to close Cleveland 

Christian Home in June 2002, we chose to keep serving the 

needs of children and our community. 

     The quick and faithful response of staff, donors, churches 

and community leaders enabled us to stay open and continue 

our mission.  We entered into a 20-year, $5.1 million agree-

ment to purchase our assets and liabilities from the National 

Benevolent Association and to make renovations to our     

Residential Treatment Center. 

     The solution was costly.  Even while our mission continues 

to increase, the bond obligation is causing CCH considerable 

hardship.  The impact of that financial crisis still undermines our 

future.  Every month Cleveland Christian Home pays 

$36,000 just to service its bond obligation.  That’s 

$432,000 every year which could be used to expand our 

quality, professional care to more children, youth and 

families in more Ohio communities. 

     The terms of the bond have precluded CCH from making a 

lump sum payment on our debt obligation – until now.  In June 

of 2012, we will have our first opportunity to pay off a large 

portion of this debt.  That is where the Partnership Challenge 

Campaign comes in.  We are asking our most dedicated      

supporters like you to make an extraordinary gift to Cleveland 

Christian Home to help us pay off as much of this debt as possi-

ble by June, 2012. 

     Because we are linked to the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ), our historic partner, your gift can also strengthen   

regional ministries. Donors may designate 5% of their gift to 

the Christian Church in Ohio. 

     Contributions may be sent to Partnership Challenge,   

Cleveland Christian Home, 3146 Scranton Rd., Cleveland, OH 

44109.  For more information contact Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa at 

216-688-4041 or jryankuroiwa@cchome.org. 
 

     For more information about CCH go to www.cchome.org. 

mailto:jryankuroiwa@cchome.org
http://www.cchome.org
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Interested in Becoming a Spiritual Director? 

     You can apply to the Wellstreams program for the class 

which begins August 2012. 

     Wellstreams is an Ecumenical Training Program in Spiritual 

Formation and Development and the Art of Spiritual Direction 

sponsored by the Spirituality Network.  It is designed to en-

hance the personal spiritual growth of participants and provide 

training in the art of spiritual direction and companioning. 

     This program is open to women and men of all faith tradi-

tions who have a desire to enhance their own spiritual journey 

and wish to discern their call to share with others.  Some of 

the prerequisites for Wellstreams are: 

 To be in spiritual direction , preferably before 

starting the program 

 Satisfactory familiarity with one’s own theological, 

religious and spiritual tradition 

 Sufficient life experience  to benefit from a training 

program of spiritual formation 

 An  ability to demonstrate self-reflection  of one’s 

life experience 

     The Wellstreams Program began in 1996 and opens a new 

class every other year.  Applications are now being received for 

the ninth class which will begin in August 2012.  The application 

deadline is April 15, 2012. 

     For more information or to access the application, please 

visit:  www.wellstreamscolumbus.org or contact Carol Ann 

Spencer, O.P. at carol.spencer1@juno.com  or 614-228-8867. 

Ohio Ministries Convocation 2012 
The American Dream or God’s Dream? 

January 23 & 24 Crowne Plaza Columbus North, Columbus 
 

     Ronald H. Sider, (Ph.D., Yale) - Ron Sider is Professor 

of Theology, Holistic Ministry and Public Policy, and Director of 

the Sider Center on Ministry and Public Policy at Palmer Theo-

logical Seminary. A widely known evangelical speaker and 

writer, Sider has spoken on six continents, published thirty-one 

books and scores of articles. In 1982, The Christian Century 

named him one of the twelve ―most influential persons in the 

field of religion in the U.S. 
 

     Jon Siehl - Jon is a retired PC (U.S.A.) clergy.  He has a 

private practice in counseling and psychotherapy, and has been 

a cantor for Taize worship since 2,000.  He will lead Monday’s 

opening worship. 
 

     The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton - Bishop Eaton, of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, received her Bache-

lor’s Degree in Music Education from the college of Wooster, 

and her M.Div. from Harvard Divinity School. Bishop Eaton has 

served All Saints Lutheran Church in Worthington, Hope     

Lutheran Church in Youngstown, and Messiah Lutheran Church 

in Ashtabula. She was elected Bishop in 2006. Bishop Eaton will 

be the Worship Leader at the Convocation’s closing. 
 

     For more information including how to register go to the 

Ohio Council of Churches website www.ohcouncilchs.org or 

contact their office at (614) 885-9590. 

http://www.wellstreamscolumbus.org/
mailto:carol.spencer1@juno.com
http://www.ohcouncilchs.org

